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e

S
tart at the S

un V
alley M

useum
 of H

istory at the 
corner of W

ashington A
venue and F

irst S
treet to 

view
 historic photos of K

etchum
 and S

un V
alley, 

as w
ell as exhibits on m

ining, sheep ranching, 
and E

rnest H
em

ingw
ay’s life in Idaho.  

A
dm

ission is $5 for adults, and kids under 18 
are free.  A

fter visiting the m
useum

, the w
alking 

tour takes approxim
ately one hour and covers a 

distance of about 18 city blocks before returning 
to the m

useum
.  

T
he R

egional H
istory D

epartm
ent at T

he 
C

om
m

unity Library is a great source for even 
deeper inform

ation about local history.

Historic 
Ketchum

Walking Tour and Map

The Community Library brings information, ideas, 
and individuals together to enhance the cultural 

life of the community. Through the Regional History 
Department and the Sun Valley Museum of History, 

we seek to deepen a sense of place in central Idaho by 
interpreting and preserving its history and heritage. 

presented by



1   
Ketchum

 Ranger D
istrict Com

plex – Saw
tooth N

ational Forest
W

ashington Ave. and First St.    
 

 
1930-33

Ranger A
rthur Berry had his crew

 construct the center w
arehouse building in 

1930.  In 1933, C
ivilian C

onservation C
orps w

orkers constructed the tw
o large 

w
arehouses and living quarters. This block rem

ains unchanged except for the 
concrete paver w

alkw
ays. Residents passed a bond in 1980 enabling the city 

of Ketchum
 to acquire the block as a public park, and the Ketchum

/Sun Valley 
Ski and H

eritage M
useum

 is housed in the three form
er w

arehouse buildings.
       

2   
Isaac Lew

is First N
ational Bank of Ketchum

160 N
orth M

ain St.  
 

 
 

 
circa 1884

Isaac Lew
is left his banking position in Butte, M

ontana, and traveled to 
Ketchum

 by w
agon to prospect for silver and lead ore.  H

e pitched his tent in 
Ketchum

 on M
ay 3, 1880, and purchased four lots at $2 each from

 the tow
n 

recorder.  Lew
is is know

n as Ketchum
’s founder.  H

e invested in real estate 
w

hich included a ranch w
here the Sun Valley Lodge now

 stands, opened 
the tow

n’s fi rst drug store in 1881, and built this building in 1884 for the First 
N

ational Bank of Ketchum
.

 3   
Ketchum

 Kam
p H

otel
220 N

orth M
ain St.  (Casino)  

 
 

 
1925

This entire block w
as vacant for m

any years after the 1904 arson of the 
W

illiam
s H

otel w
hich destroyed all the structures on the block.  Elm

er Ebbe 
bought the land from

 N
ellie W

illiam
s, cut the tim

ber, and built the hotel by 
him

self.  Slavey and D
ora W

eery purchased the property the year Sun Valley 
Resort opened in 1936, changed the nam

e, and operated a gam
bling casino 

w
hich thrived until Idaho began enforcing its anti-gam

bling law
s in 1947.

 4   
Sidney Venable H

om
e

260 Leadville Ave.  (The Kneadery)  
 

 
circa 1912

Sidney Venable operated the Venable Livery Stable on M
ain St. and built this 

house for his w
ife, Frances.  Frances outlived her husband by m

any years and 
operated her hom

e as a boarding house until after W
orld W

ar II.  The front 
of the building is virtually unchanged, except the form

er screened-in porch 
has becom

e the restaurant’s m
ain entrance and interior partitions have been 

rem
oved to create a large dining space.

5   
H

orace Lew
is H

om
e

280 East Ave.  (Elephant’s Perch) 
 

 
circa 1882

H
orace Lew

is, son of Isaac Lew
is, established the Ketchum

 Fast Freight Line 
and built the fi rst w

agon road over Trail C
reek Sum

m
it called the Ketchum

 to 
C

hallis Toll Road.  H
e built this hom

e in the early 1880’s—
the fi rst residence 

in tow
n to have indoor plum

bing and a m
odern bathroom

.  H
e m

arried 
Katherine Barry, and w

hen the m
ining boom

 ended in the 1890’s, they m
oved 

to Seattle.  A
fter H

orace died in 1911, Kate returned to spend the rem
ainder 

of her life in this hom
e.  M

em
bers of the Lew

is fam
ily occupied this hom

e 
until 1967 w

hen it w
as sold and converted to com

m
ercial use.

6   
Ketchum

 Fast Freight W
agons

Corner of East Ave. and Fifth St. 
  

 
1884 

A
 caravan of six huge w

agons draw
n by m

ules transported supplies and  
galena ore betw

een area m
ines.  The 160 m

ile round trip took tw
o w

eeks, 
and the w

agon m
asters stopped overnight in cam

ps established by H
orace 

Lew
is.  U

sing 14-20 m
ules, these w

agons traveled an average of 12-16 
m

iles per day and carried as m
uch as 18,000 pounds of ore. Palm

er Lew
is, 

the nephew
 of  H

orace Lew
is, gave these w

agons and the Lew
is coach to 

Ketchum
 and they are the highlight of Ketchum

’s W
agon D

ays Parade held 
on the Saturday of Labor D

ay W
eekend.  This building, designed to house 

the ore w
agons w

as constructed by the city of Ketchum
 in 1985.

 7   
E.B. W

illiam
s H

om
e

520 East Ave.  (Ketchum
 G

rill)   
 

 
1884

W
hen N

ellie Easley m
arried one-tim

e postm
aster and m

erchant E.B. W
illiam

s, 
this hom

e w
as a w

edding gift from
 her father.  In 1896, E.B.’s m

erchandise 
store on M

ain St. burned to the ground w
hen a fi re broke out in the Palace 

H
otel next door.  A

s his next venture, W
illiam

s purchased a form
er brothel, 

tow
ed it several blocks to the site of their store, and turned it into the 

fashionable W
illiam

s H
otel. In 1904, it w

as destroyed by fi re, and years later 
an arsonist in M

ackay alleged he w
as paid $100 by a rival hotelier to torch the 

hotel.  O
ver the last 30 years, several restaurants have occupied this house.

8   
Thornton H

om
e

560 East Ave.  (Picket Fence)  
 

 
 

circa 1912
M

r. Thornton im
m

igrated to A
m

erica from
 France hoping to m

ake his fortune 
in m

ining.  H
e purchased this residence and lived here until the outbreak of 

W
orld W

ar I w
hen he returned to fi ght alongside his countrym

en.  H
e asked 

his friend, A
lbert G

riffi th, one of Ketchum
’s pioneers, to w

atch over his house 
w

hile he w
as aw

ay and dispose of it if he didn’t return.  H
e never cam

e back 
and w

hether he died in the W
ar or sim

ply decided to live elsew
here is not 

know
n.  A

lthough the back portion is an addition, the original house rem
ains 

largely unaltered.

9   
Congregational Church
560 East Ave.     

 
 

 
circa 1884

The Rev. G
eorge Ritchie becam

e pastor of this C
ongregational C

hurch in 
1884.  It has also been used as an espresso coffee house and as an Italian 
restaurant know

n as Louie’s.  The structure w
as given to the Ketchum

/Sun 
Valley H

istorical Society and m
oved off site.  Faced w

ith overw
helm

ing costs 
to restore the building, it w

as sold to the current ow
ner w

ho m
oved it to its 

present site, com
pletely renovated the building, preserved the original spire, 

and constructed an addition to the rear.

10 The Com
stock-Clark M

ercantile
300 N

orth M
ain St.  (Enoteca Restaurant) 

1887
A

.W
. C

om
stock built this structure of local brick at the urging of Isaac Lew

is 
and w

ent into business w
ith W

alter C
lark selling dry goods to area m

iners.  
W

hen the building w
as sold to Jack Lane, it becam

e The Lane M
ercantile, 

catering to sheep m
en and the Basque com

m
unity.  Signs w

ere displayed in 
English and Basque. Since the 1970’s, this building has been a bank, retail 
store, offi ce space, and now

 a restaurant.  

11 The D
ynam

ite Shed
271 East Sun Valley Road  

 
  

circa 1880
This building w

as constructed of thick stone to store explosives sold by the 
G

illette and Evans hardw
are store on M

ain St.  A
fter the silver crash of 1894, 

this building passed through num
erous hands.  G

lenn and Esther M
ueller 

bought it in 1950 and added the second story as a living area.  The building is 
now

 a contractor’s offi ce.

12 Jethro W
om

ack H
om

e
200 East Sun Valley Road  (Sm

oky M
ountain Pizza)                 circa 1895

Jethro W
om

ack w
orked in the m

ines and his w
ife ran a restaurant on M

ain St.  
In 1949, Ed Scott purchased the hom

e, m
oved it to this location, and turned 

it into a ski repair shop. Scott then developed a light-w
eight alum

inum
 ski 

pole w
hich revolutionized the ski pole industry, and this building becam

e the 
fi rst Scott factory and distribution center.  A

lthough there have been som
e 

interior rem
odels and additions, the original hom

e retains its basic structure.

13 Lew
is/Lem

on G
eneral Store

211 N
orth M

ain St.  (Cornerstone Bar &
 G

rill) 
 

circa 1884
A

.W
. C

om
stock started the fi rst store in Ketchum

 in a tent on this site in 
1880.  Isaac Lew

is encouraged the building of this structure by Robert 
Leonard and Joe Pinkham

.  Locally-m
ade brick w

as used and three layers 
w

ere constructed on the roof for fi re protection.  Leonard left after a year and 
Isaac Lew

is becam
e Pinkham

’s partner, but Pinkham
 w

as m
ore interested in 

card gam
es than groceries.  Lew

is said the partnership “w
as the w

orst m
ove I 

ever m
ade.” Lew

is’s son-in-law
, W

illiam
 Lem

on, becam
e the store’s m

anager 
after Pinkham

 left, and it becam
e the Lew

is/Lem
on G

eneral Store.  It sold 
groceries, clothing, hardw

are, and construction item
s.  Jennie G

riffi th, w
ife 

of A
lbert G

riffi th w
ho w

as one of Ketchum
’s founders, bought the building in 

1925 for their sons, A
lbert and O

scar.  The G
riffi th brothers sold the business 

and building in the late 1930’s, but portions of their sign on the south w
all are 

still visible today.   

14 Site of Bald M
ountain H

ot Springs
Corner of M

ain St. and First St.       
 

 
 

1929
Ketchum

’s fi rst settlers discovered m
ineral hot springs tw

o m
iles w

est of 
tow

n near W
arm

 Springs C
reek.  In 1881, G

uyer H
ot Springs w

as developed 
by a partnership that included Isaac Lew

is and C
ivil W

ar Veteran C
aptain 

H
enry G

uyer, Jr.  C
onstruction of a bar, restaurant, bath house, and dance 

hall began in the spring of 1882 and opened to host Ketchum
’s July 4th 

celebration. In the 1920’s, C
arl Brandt purchased the resort, and in 1929 he 

m
oved the operation into tow

n, built a pool surrounded by log cabins, and 
transported the m

ineral w
ater to the site in six inch w

ooden pipes from
 its 

source in W
arm

 Springs.  In 1988, the com
bination of w

ooden and steel pipes 
continually failed, so the pool w

as shut dow
n, and years later the log cabins 

w
ere m

oved from
 the site to m

ake w
ay for a planned 87 room

 hotel w
ith 26 

condom
inium

 units, a sw
im

m
ing pool, and conference and ballroom

 facilities 
w

ith underground parking .

15 Regional H
istory D

epartm
ent of the Com

m
unity Library                                

415 Spruce Avenue N
orth  H

O
U

RS | M
O

N
 – SAT: 10 A

M
 – 6 PM

 
The Regional H

istory D
epartm

ent w
as established in 1982 as a research 

and resource center for the preservation and access of special collections 
and archival m

aterials relating to central Idaho.  These m
aterials include 

books, oral history interview
s, diaries, letters, offi cial reports, photographs, 

ephem
era, m

anuscripts, new
spapers on m

icrofi lm
, D

VD
s and videos, and 

other related m
aterials.  The purpose of the departm

ent is to support 
research and enrich the experience of our visitors. 

W
ALKING TOUR OF HISTORIC KETCHUM

Text: M
ary Jane G

riffi th C
ong

er, Tom
 A

m
b

rose, Jim
 Jaq

uet, and
 A

nnd
el K

ininm
onth    

D
esig

n and
 p

rod
uction: The C

om
m

unity Lib
rary, 2015

M
U

SEU
M

O
FH

ISTO
RY

O
p

erated
 b

y The C
om

m
unity Lib

rary

180 First A
ve. East 

K
etchum

, ID
 83340

(208) 726-8118 
w

w
w

.com
lib.org/m

useum

TU
ES – SAT: 1 PM

 – 5 PM
 

415 Spruce A
ve N

.
K

etchum
, ID

 83340
(208) 726-3493  •  w

w
w

.com
lib.org

M
O

N
, FRI, SAT: 10 A

M
 – 6 PM

 
TU

ES – TH
U

RS: 10 A
M

 – 8 PM


